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U.S. Drought Monitor Overview – Elements & Impact Tracking 
 



U.S. Drought Monitor Facts 

•  Assembled weekly by one of a dozen authors. 
•  Assisted by more than 400 regional and state 

experts, some of whom are in the room. 
•  Authors look at several dozen weather (and 

related) variables, ranked historically, in making 
the weekly drought assessment for each area. 

•  Other (e.g. public) drought information can be 
submitted by various channels, including the 
Drought Impact Reporter and CoCoRaHS. 



Contact Information 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/AboutUSDM/ContactUs.aspx 









41%	  of	  Northeast	  in	  Drought	  

Aug.	  9:	  	  First-‐ever	  D3	  in	  MA;	  
Current	  coverage:	  52%.	  



70%	  of	  Northeast	  in	  Drought	  



•  Advantages of percentiles: 
– Can be applied to any parameter 
– Can be used for any length of data record 
– Helps to put drought in historical perspective 

Percentiles and the U.S. Drought Monitor 

•  D4, Exceptional Drought:    once per 50 to 100 years 
•  D3, Extreme Drought:     once per 20 to 50 years 
•  D2, Severe Drought:     once per 10 to 20 years 
•  D1, Moderate Drought:    once per 5 to 10 years 
•  D0, Abnormally Dry:     once per 3 to 5 years 
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USGS Streamflow Percentiles 



Applied Climate Information System 



Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service 



Contact Information: 
 
Brad Rippey 
Phone: 202-720-2397 
brippey@oce.usda.gov 

Photo Credit: 
Brad Rippey 

Ammonoosuc River,  
Littleton, NH, June 16, 2006 

(no drought in New England) 
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2016 
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2014 
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Nationally, 2016 pasture conditions are 
near historic highs, based on data since 
1995. 
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